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Sylvania Date Codes — Fluorescent 1950s-70s

The code runs on a ten year cycle and consists of a two groups of dots. The left hand
group represents the production month, the right represents the year. The second half
of each decade is denoted by a bar under the letter S of SYLVANIA.
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Despite the 10-year cycle of this code, it is often difficult to identify the decade of production.
The use of aluminium caps was introduced around 1955, prior to this the material was
Bakelite or brass. The position of the etch was changed from inside to outside marking
around 1952.

After approximately 1980, this system was superseded by a slight variant in which the
position of the month and year codes was reversed.



